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esty they regarded as consummated in His resurrection. This event is the 
only source of explanation of the courage of the apostles and the early spread 
of Christianity. If Christ did not rise, then at the supreme crisis of the world's 
history, error has been better than truth, which is impossible. Thus the cred- 
ibility and authority of the Gospel is maintained by a strictly inductive argu- 
ment which is soberly and clearly stated in a way that men unskilled in philo- 
sophical subjects can understand and appreciate. The book is a stimulating 
one. A series of sermons which would take up in a more expanded form and 
more pictorial fashion the lines of argument presented here would be of 
immense service to the many in our churches who are disturbed by the 
jangling voices of our time. 

Recent German Old Testament Literature. 

It is most gratifying that the last work from the fruitful pen of the lamented 
Delitzsch, is distinctively a volume, not of processes and detailed investi- 
gations, but of results. Although in his long career the venerable Leipzig 
savant often changed his views on this or that specific critical point yet in the 
general character of his standpoint and in the principles and practices of bib- 
lical investigation he always remained true to himself. With a most profound 
reverence for the Revelation in the Scriptures as being the Word of the living 
God, he united a freedom in the investigation of the human side of Scrip- 
ture that often surprised friend and foe. These two characteristics, found 
united in him to such an extent as to be in a measure a psychological enigma, 
are leading features of his Messianische Weissagungen in geschichtlicher 
Folge (Leipzig, 1890, pp. 160). The work, which is the only work resembling 
theological summary which we have from Delitzsch, has grown out of his 
lectures delivered at the University. It was his habit to dictate the leading 
propositions of the subject under consideration and then expand these orally. 
The present work is the enlarged dictation on " the Messianic Predictions in 
Historic Development," and thus in substance covers the unfolding of the cen- 
tral doctrines of the Old Testament Scriptures. In fifty paragraphs this out- 
line sketch is given, and they thus constitute a valuable addition to Old 
Testament theology. Except in some details, such as the historic position of 
the grand prophecies in Isaiah 40-66, the visions of Daniel, the date of some 
Psalms, and the like, the critical concessions of Delitzsch have caused no 
departure from the scheme of Old Testament religious development as this is 
usually accepted by evangelical scholars. While he places the official records 
of the Levitical system at a time not far in advance of the Exile, yet this he 
understands as referring only to their literary composition and not to their 
contents and the historical character of the same. While thus not a few read- 
ers will express dissent from Delitzsch's critical position, the majority of evan- 
gelical readers will read with delight the rich developments of revealed truth 
which are here presented in such concise, condensed and compact form. For 
the little volume is above all else a multum in parvo, the condensation at 
times being so great as to interfere with perspicuity and clearness of thought. 
His " Messianic Predictions " constitutes decidedly a book for study and not 
for casual reading. Every word and proposition is manifestly the careful 
expression of close thought and study. Even apart from these characteristics, 
the mere fact that the work is, so to speak, the theological legacy of a man 
like Delitzsch should make it a welcome manual for Old Testament students. 
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While the " Messianic Prophecies " of Delitzsch is not a posthumous publi- 
cation, the Preface having been dictated nearly a week before the author's 
demise, no less than three important works have recently been issued by the 
literary executors of the late Professors Schlottmann and Riehm, of Halle. 
From the pen of the former, who was President of the German Bible Revision 
Committee, we have, edited by Dr. Ernst Kiihn, a Compendium der Bibl. 
Theologie, of both the Old and the New Testament (Leipzig, 1890, pp. 192). 
This work too has grown out of dictations given to the students at Halle. It 
is the only compendium of the kind in existence, covering the whole course of 
the Sacred Scriptures. The standpoint of the author is on the whole like that 
of Delitzsch, only that critical concessions do not appear in so large a measure. 
The volume is a solid and compact summary of Biblical Theology and makes 
a splendid handbook for study. 

From Riehm we have two solid and ambitious works, namely a Einleitung 
in das Alte Testament, edited by Dr. Alexander Brandt, consisting of two 
volumes with a total of xvi, and 1042 pages (Halle, 1890) and a Alttesta- 
tnentliche Theologie, edited by K. Pahnike, (pp. xvi and 440). The former is 
the most exhaustive treatise that has appeared on this subject for many years 
and represents a moderate critical type of thought and investigation. In the 
nature of the case not a few of the views presented provoke doubt and even 
dissent, as the problems in the field of the Old Testament are as yet so far re- 
moved from settlement that few scholars would risk the preparation of a volume 
of general results. But no other work enables the student to gain so good a 
view into the status controversiae and gives him such strong arguments from the 
more conservative school of investigators. The work includes a discussion of 
the Canon and of the text of the Old Testament. Riehm's Old Testament 
Theology is also an exhaustive work and represents a standpoint more con- 
servative than Schultz, although not so much so as Schlottmann. The first 
part treats of the generic differences between the religion of the Old Testa- 
ment and other religions, and presents a strong array of facts against the 
rationalistic tendency of the more advanced school. The record includes the 
historical survey of the religious development in Israel down to the beginning 
of the New Testament period. 

One of the most noteworthy publications in the Old Testament department 
is the new German translation of the Old Testament made by Kautzsch and 
ten other specialists. The title is Die Heilige Schrift des Alten Testaments, 
uebersetzt und herausgegeben, and the work is being published in pamphlet 
form by Mohr, in Freiburg, who has published the New Testament version of 
Weizsacker made on the same principles. The translators aim to give anything 
but a literal rendering. With the aid of the best grammatical and exegetical 
helps they propose to give the Sacred writings in a shape, manner and form 
which the original writers, had they penned their thoughts in our day and 
time, would probably have used. If every translation is an interpretation, 
the present version is one certainly, in so far as the text itself represents and 
reproduces what can fairly be called, or at any rate are generally claimed to be 
the results from more detailed research, in so far as these can be made to reap- 
pear in a translation. It is a modern version of the Old Testament, and cer- 
tainly a great help for Bible study. This is true also of the critical marks by 
which the various documents generally supposed to constitute the Hexateuch 
are distinguished on each page. But even if these are not acceptable to the 
reader, the translation has its merits and worth aside from these, for which 
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the editor distinctly disclaims infallibility. The new version is prepared in the 
spirit and method of the Kautzsch-Socin rendition of Genesis that appeared 
about two years ago. 

One of the most singular volumes that has appeared in the Old Testament 
line lately is the Deuteronomium, by Dr. Adolf Zahn (Giitersloh, 1890, pp. 
122). Its sub-title claims that it is a " Defence against modern Critical Ex- 
cesses" (Unmesen). The little volume is dedicated to Dr. Green " the excel- 
lent apologete of America," and closes with an extract from an article of 
Dr. Green's in the Hebraica. The book aims to prove the authenticity and 
the unity of Deuteronomy. It presents not a few data that critics must 
consider, although its criticism of current critical views on this book is its 
weakest element. The work is thoroughly apologetic and deserves study even 
where it cannot command acceptance of its claims. 



